
BOROUGH OF PENNS GROVE
COUNTY OF SALEM, STATE OF NEW JERSEY

MAYOR AND COUNCIL
OCTOBER 7, 2025 – 6:30 P.M.

MEETING MINUTES

STATEMENT: In accordance with Section V of the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 231
P.L 1975, Notice of this Meeting was posted on the Borough of Penns Grove Municipal Bulletin
Board designed for that purpose. Notice was also posted on the Borough of Penns Grove website
www.pennsgrove-nj.org and was emailed to the official newspaper. This October 7, 2025
meeting is held in person at 1 State Street, Penns Grove, New Jersey and is also being held
virtually via the Zoom online meeting platform.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE led by Mayor LaDaena Londo

INVOCATION: Michelle Hills, Deputy Clerk

ROLL CALL (ATTENDANCE): Council President Anjanette Scott – Present, Councilman
Jonathan Carter – Present, Councilman Jesus Lopez – Present, Councilwoman Tracy Marinaro –
Present, Councilwoman Deborah Scott – Present, Councilwoman Sonya Worley – Present

DECLARATION OF QUORUM: All Council Members are present.

COUNCIL RULES: Mayor LaDaena D. Londo

MOTION TO APPROVE THE BILL LIST:
Motion to adopt by Councilwoman Worley, seconded by Councilwoman Marinaro. All affirm,
motion passed.

MINUTES:
 September 2, 2025 – Regular Session

Motion to adopt by Councilwoman Worley, seconded by Councilman Lopez. Four affirm,
motion passed. Councilman Carter and Councilwoman Marinaro abstained due to their absences
of the meeting.

 September 24, 2025 – Regular Session
Motion to adopt by Councilwoman Worley, seconded by Councilman Lopez. All affirm, motion
passed.

RESOLUTION(s) FOR CONSIDERATION:
2025-10-152 – RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE RELEASE/DISCHARGE OF MOTGAGE
BETWEEN THE BOROUGH OF PENNS GROVE (Mortgagor) AND THE STATE OF NEW
JERSEY (Co-Mortgagor) AND THOMAS D. WHITE AND RETHA M. WHITE
Motion to adopt by consent by Councilwoman Marinaro, Seconded by Councilwoman Worley.
All affirm, motion passed.



COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Housing/Zoning & Planning – Councilman Lopez reported that the Code Enforcement and
Housing Officers continue to work diligently. For August and September 2025, a total of 24
Certificate of Occupancy inspections were completed, with five reinspections conducted and 19
Certificates of Occupancy issued. Additionally, 13 summonses were issued to court, five transfer
letters were processed for property settlements, and 40 informational calls were received.
Thirteen reports related to abandoned property certifications were also issued at the request of
the Business Administrator.
Ms. Enid Reyes is currently compiling a report identifying rental properties operating without a
Certificate of Occupancy, with some already referred for summons. Alongside her regular
responsibilities, Ms. Reyes continues to provide translation services for other departments.
Code Enforcement Officer Peggy Underwood received 28 inspection complaints and has issued
eight summonses. A meeting with landlords is being scheduled to reinforce compliance with
existing regulations.
Councilwoman Worley led approximately eight groups during a recent Clean Communities event.
Mayor requested that Councilwoman Worley provide guidelines for organizing such events.
Worley stated that participating organizations must be non-profits and carry appropriate
insurance coverage.

Recreation/Board of Health – Councilman Carter reported that a Recreation meeting took place
to discuss the upcoming events for the remainder of the year. There will be a joint Trunk or Treat
with Carneys Point this year on October 29th and a Halloween Movie Night on October 31st at
Barber Avenue Park.

Public Works/Streets & Roads – Councilwoman Marinaro reported that Supervisor White and
the Public Works Department have been working diligently. Their efforts were especially
evident in preparation for the recent Homecoming Parade, with the streets cleaned and well-
maintained for the event.

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS:
Business Administrator – David Wise reported earlier today, an intimate gathering was held in
the Borough Chambers to honor Sharon Williams, Municipal Clerk, with the Employee of the
Quarter Certificate. The recognition highlighted her 28 and a half years of dedicated service to
the Borough and her many accomplishments throughout her tenure. Along with the certificate,
Ms. Williams received eight hours of flex time. It was noted that when the time comes for her
departure, she will leave a significant void in the Borough. Wise then offered special recognition
to Ericka Walker, Assistant to the CFO, for her outstanding work. As the sole employee
managing invoicing, she has also taken on responsibilities including training on the new time
clock system, kiosk setup, and the integration of Toshiba printers and related systems.

He also reported that he will be attending the upcoming Salem County OEM training event.
While some work remains at Borough Hall—such as replacing the front entrance door—he
expressed interest in organizing a community walkthrough to showcase the improvements made



to the building and proposed hosting a Trick-or-Treat event, encouraging employees to decorate
their offices. He noted that he would hope to not make it mandatory.

Mr. Wise further stated that a job posting will soon go live for a part-time Code Enforcement
Officer, pending receipt of the job description from Mr. Labb. He also shared that interviews
were conducted for the Administrative Assistant to the Business Administrator position. Of the
three applicants, he has a candidate to present to the Personnel Committee. One applicant failed
to disclose their status as a former council member, while another, although pleasant, lacked the
necessary experience.

It was at his time that Mr. Wise stated he maintains an open-door policy, welcoming anyone with
questions or concerns to speak with him directly. He acknowledged experiencing a rocky start in
his role, citing treatment received on his first day from his assistant and describing the work
environment as toxic and hostile. Mr. Wise emphasized his intent to advocate for himself and
reiterated his commitment to serving the Borough for two to three years—not a short-term period
of six months. He added that he does not hold a grudge and is still here. Mr. Wise further stated,
“this ends today,” indicating that going forward he will take disciplinary action when necessary,
including writing up employees. He clarified that this decision is not being made in preparation
for any litigation.

Following these remarks, the Council President advised that it was unfair and inappropriate for
such statements to be made as part of the public record.

Finance Officer Report – Stephen Labb, CFO reported that a voucher was generated for the
purchase of a 14-passenger van to facilitate the drawdown of funds. Additionally, the quarterly
report for the $25,000 Recreation Grant has been filed. The Semi-Annual Performance Report
and Fiscal Report for the 2021 Assistance to Firefighters Grant were submitted, along with a
payment request for reimbursement in the amount of $41,207.61. The CFO will file the report for
the Broadband Grant once the reporting template is finalized.

It was also noted that the average assessed home value within the Borough is $87,000. With the
2025 Transitional Aid Award, the local tax rate will be $0.09, resulting in an annual increase of
$78.00 for a home of average assessed value, or a quarterly increase of $19.50.

Engineer Report – Dena Moore-Johnson reported that the Lanning Avenue project is scheduled
to begin this week. The Mill Street pump replacement, if not already completed, is expected to
be finished this week, with the second pump installation anticipated by November 10th. The
Municipal Watershed Improvement Plan is due in January 2026. A meeting was held with Triad
to discuss Fiscal Year 2026 funding opportunities for the North Smith Road improvement project.

Councilmember Lopez inquired about the projected completion timeframe for the Lanning
Avenue work, and Moore-Johnson responded that it is expected to take approximately 4 to 6
weeks. Moore-Johnson also noted that the Borough will pursue Discretionary Aid for
improvements on West Harmony Street.



Attorney Report – Mr. Robert Tarver, Jr. reported that there are ongoing legal matters currently
under review, which cannot be discussed publicly at this time. The Broadband Grant project is
expected to progress quickly, as it must be completed by October 2026. Minor road disruptions
are anticipated during the installation of underground fiber infrastructure. Additionally, the
Rideshare Program is set to launch soon, and a name for the program is currently being
considered.

Mayoral Comments – Mayor Londo informed she with several others will attend the Salem
County OEM Countywide Exercise scheduled for October 8, 2025. This exercise is designed to
assist each municipality in meeting the annual requirement for an OEM exercise. HSEEP-
compliant documentation and an After-Action Report (AAR) will be generated following the
exercise.

In response to recent online inquiries, the Mayor clarified that she does, in fact, reside in her
home.

Councilwoman D. Scott inquired whether trash collection would be delayed due to the holiday
on Monday, October 13th. Qawaun White, DPW Supervisor, confirmed that trash will be
collected on Tuesday and Wednesday of that week.

Councilmember Lopez asked whether the age limit for police applicants is 35. It was confirmed
that the eligible age range is 18 to 35 years old.

NEW BUSINESS:
Councilmember Carter proposed naming a street in the Borough such as Bruce Willis Way to
honor the actor and native of the area. The governing body expressed support for the idea,
emphasizing the importance of completing the recognition while Mr. Willis is still able to
appreciate it, given his current health condition. Council President noted that there had been
previous discussions about renaming Memorial Park in his honor. In addition, the Mayor
suggested that if the park were renamed, the Borough could consider installing a statue similar in
style to the Rocky statue in Philadelphia as a lasting tribute. The Mayor also shared a personal
story recalled from her time as a student. She noted that her history teacher, Mr. Restelli, once
told her that Bruce Willis had struggled with a stutter during his school years, but overcame it—
something that made a lasting impression on her. She reflected that this story has continued to
inspire her over the years, reminding her that if he could overcome such a challenge, she can face
and overcome challenges in her own life as well.

David Wise publicly thanked Councilwoman Deborah Scott for her efforts in organizing the
clean-up of the Fishman Properties. It was noted that Clean Communities grant funds were
utilized to support this initiative.

PUBLIC SESSION: (Council Rules – Mayor Londo)
Jack Owen, North Broad Street raised a question regarding the status of the tank, as the speaker
was unable to hear the previous response. Mr. Tarver confirmed that the tank will be removed.



The individual also reported that the doors to his property on North Broad Street had been kicked
in. When he attempted to file the appropriate paperwork at the court, he stated that he was told he
“Complains too much,” which he found concerning and inappropriate.

Carol Mincey, Penn Street expressed concern to Mr. Tarver regarding ongoing complaints from
residents about trash collection issues, specifically relating to the purchase of bulk stickers and
the failure to collect tagged items. Clarification was requested on whether there is still a need for
a Booking Clerk in the Police Department, and a question was raised as to why a street sweeper
was not purchased if grant funding had been awarded for it.

The Mayor responded that there is currently an active job posting for a Booking Clerk.
Regarding the trash concerns, it was noted that the new trash service had only begun operations
the day prior, and it may take time to adjust and resolve any initial service issues.

Steve Labb addressed the street sweeper question, explaining that it was more cost-effective to
rent the equipment using the grant funds received due to the need of additional equipment that is
used on a regular basis.

Minnie, North Broad Street and small business owner on East Main Street raised concern was
raised regarding cars being parked on the street during sweeping operations. It was asked
whether residents had been properly notified prior to the sweeping taking place to ensure streets
could be cleared and the service carried out effectively.

Joyce Martin, Franklin Street expressed ongoing concerns regarding illegal parking within the
neighborhood, particularly involving vehicles that block private driveways or park directly in
homeowners' driveways without permission. Efforts by affected homeowners to address the issue
directly with the individuals involved have been largely unsuccessful. In several cases, the
individuals claim they do not understand the concerns, citing a language barrier, as many of them
speak Haitian Creole. When residents contact the police for assistance, they are often told that
the matter falls under the responsibility of Code Enforcement, not law enforcement. However,
the lack of consistent enforcement has allowed the problem to persist. Mr. Tarver has clarified
that parking regulations are addressed in the Borough Code, which should provide the necessary
authority to act.

Irene Scarpaci, Railroad Avenue whether the seawall is included as part of a Certificate of
Occupancy (CO) inspection, noting that at a specific property, the seawall has completely
deteriorated and even caused a tree to fall. This raised concerns about safety, property
maintenance, and inspection standards. In response, Mr. Tarver explained that the requirements
related to seawalls can vary depending on the property's location, environmental conditions, and
other site-specific factors. Due to the complexity of the issue, he offered to have a more detailed
conversation with the resident following the meeting.

Lou Pasquale, Delaware Drive states flooding continues to occur on West Main and Franklin
Streets near the railroad crossing after rainstorms, primarily due to poor drainage caused by a
pipe that remains full. The water eventually recedes through the Mill Street Pump Station. It was
suggested that a check valve be installed in the pipe to help address the issue. Dena Moore-



Johnson will discuss this further during the meeting when the map is available for reference.
Additionally, it was reported that water is pouring over the collapsed seawall at Airy Avenue.

Christine Scholer, Broad Street inquired about the rideshare program, noting that this was the
first she had heard of it, and asked who would be eligible to use the service. The Mayor
responded that the program will initially serve senior citizens and veterans, primarily for medical
appointments and pharmacy trips. Eventually, it will expand to assist any residents in need within
a 10–15 mile radius, particularly for transportation to work, including trips to warehouses in the
Logan area. Ms. Shuler also praised Qawaun, noting that it was good to see him driving the trash
truck and stating he deserves a badge of honor for all the hard work he does. She then raised
concerns about the need for speed bumps and parking issues near her home, stating that police
had advised her the matter was being handled by code enforcement. The Mayor asked if she
recalled the officer who provided that information and clarified that she would need to contact
the County regarding speed bumps, as Broad Street is a County-maintained road.

Greg Martin, North Cedarwood asked whether applications were currently being accepted for
drivers for the rideshare program. He was informed that the job posting should be available
within the next two weeks. He also inquired if the grant funding for the program restricted
service to a 10–15 mile radius and whether additional services, such as trips to the movies, could
be offered once the program is fully operational. Mr. Martin suggested using the Police
Department's trailer as a screen for the Halloween movie night, citing concerns about wind. He
also expressed his support for naming a road or the park in honor of Mr. Willis.

Councilman Lopez inquired whether grants are prepared in-house or through an outside company.
The Mayor responded that while Triad is occasionally used, the majority of grant work is
completed in-house.

Gina Maconni, East Main Street informed the Council that the Zoom link for the meeting was
not available on the Borough website. Although she was able to view a copy of the agenda, she
arrived late after being unable to access the Zoom meeting. She suggested that the Zoom link be
included directly on the agenda moving forward. The Mayor thanked her for the suggestion and
noted that Michelle, the Deputy Clerk, was making a note of it.

ADJOURNMENT:
Motion to adjourn by Councilman Lopez, Seconded by Councilwoman D. Scott. All in favor.

Respectfully submitted,

Michelle Hills, Deputy Clerk

MINUTES ARE NOT VERBATIM


