BOROUGH OF PENNS GROVE
COUNTY OF SALEM
STATE OF NEW JERSEY
MAYOR AND COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING -6:30 P.M.
December 30, 2024 — MINUTES

STATEMENT: In accordance with Section V of the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 231
P.L 1975, Notice of this meeting was posted on the Borough of Penns Grove Municipal Bulletin
Board designed for that purpose. Notice was also posted on the Borough of Penns Grove website:
www.pennsgrove-nj.org and was emailed to the official newspaper as provided by Resolution.
December 30, 2024 meeting is being held via “Zoom” online meeting platform.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE led by Mayor La’Daena Londo
INVOCATION: Sharon Williams, Municipal Clerk

MEETING RULES OF CONDUCT read by Mayor Londo

ROLL CALL: Council President Anjanette Scott — Present, Councilman Jonathan Carter —
Absent, Councilwoman Tracy Marinaro — Absent, Councilman John Rambo - Present,
Councilwoman Deborah Scott - Absent, Councilwoman Sonya Worley - Present

DECLARATION OF QUORUM: Municipal Clerk, three members Present and Mayor Londo
therefore we have a quorum.

APPROVAL OF BILL LIST AND PAYMENT OF BILLS:

Motion to adopt Council President Scott, Seconded by Councilwoman Worley. All affirm,
motion passed.

Councilman Rambo questioned the cost and reason of the hydrant services, Mrs. Ericka Walker,
Assistant to the CFO stated she will inquire of the reason for the change.

Council President questioned of Dr. Williams, Zoning Officer, will be reviewed per the Mayor

RESOLUTION FOR INTRODUCTION AND CONSIDERATION:

2024-12-163 — A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING THE GRANT FROM THE HAZARDOUS
DISCHARGE SITE REMEDIATION FUND PUBLIC ENTITY PROGRAM THROUGH THE
NEW JERSEY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY AND THE NEW JERSEY
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

2024-12-164 - A RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF PENNS GROVE AUTHORIZING
A CONTRACT WITH REMINGTON & VERNICK ENGINEERS FOR PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES RELATED TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL INVESTIGATION UNDER THE
HAZARDOUS DISCHARGE SITE REMEDIATION FUND GRANT FOR THE FORMER
AKZO NOBEL COATINGS INC. SITE (NJEDA GRANT #31495)

2024-12-165 - A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING 2024 BUDGET APPROPRIATION
TRANSFERS



2024-12-166 — A RESOLUTION APPOINTING POLICE OFFICER (JOSEPH NEWTOWN)

Motion to adopt Resolutions 2024-12-163 through 2024-12-166 by Councilwoman Worley
Seconded by Council President Scott. All affirm, motion passed.

ORDINANCE(S) FOR SECOND READING, PUBLIC HEARING AND ADOPTION:

2024-25 - AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND ARTICLE II, CHAPTER 181-9 TO REGULATE

STANDARDS FOR THE KEEPING OF ANIMALS IN THE BOROUGH OF PENNS GROVE
Motion to adopt by //council President Scott,

seconded by Councilwoman Worley. All affirm, motion passed.

2024-26 - AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF PENNS
GROVE AS IT RELATES TO PARKING

Motion to adopt by //council President Scott, seconded by Councilwoman Worley. All affirm,
motion passed.

2024-27 — AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE FEES FOR BULK PICK UP WITHIN THE
BOROUGH OF PENNS GROVE

Public Comment: Councilman Rambo questioned how much the fee increase would be and if
there was in increase in the dumping fee and Mr. Tarver informed the fees would be double and
that the amount per tonnage has increased for the dump.

Motion to table by Council President Scott, seconded by Councilwoman Worley. All affirm,
motion to table passed.

NEW BUSINESS:

Council President inquired about the business currently operating at the former Cafeteria Lopez
location, specifically questioning whether the lot between the storefront and the building on the
Barber Avenue side had been cleaned out. Additionally, concerns were raised regarding vehicles
parking on the lot and whether those vehicles were registered and if the business had gone before
the Zoning Board. Madame Clerk Sharon Williams responded that the business had received
approval; however, she was unsure if that approval included provisions for parking. The Council
President then brought up the old Whispers Lounge building, noting that it is now being used as
a daycare and that painting and paving work had been done at the site. Mrs. Williams informed
the Council that she had visited the location with Code Enforcement Officer Enid Reyes to notify
the operators that they are required to go before the Zoning and Planning Boards for proper
approval.

PUBLIC SESSION:
Quawan White, Road Supervisor for the Department of Public Works, addressed a discrepancy

on the Borough website regarding recycling pickup. He clarified that recycling will be collected
on January 3rd and will continue on an every-other-Friday schedule moving forward.



Bobby Carter of lona Avenue stated that the Borough needs a dedicated Code Enforcement
Officer and inquired about the supervision of current Code Enforcers. Mr. Tarver responded that
citations have been issued and are currently being processed through the court system, and he
will follow up to obtain a status update. The Mayor also commented on the backlog of cases
within the court system. Mr. Carter further inquired about road repairs, to which Dena Moore-
Johnson explained the process of applying for and securing grant funding to complete such
projects.

Vivian Cleveland of North Virginia Avenue raised concerns about large and unsafe potholes on
Lanning Avenue. In response, Mr. White stated that due to current cold temperatures, it is not
feasible to complete permanent repairs, but he will patch the potholes using Aquaphalt as a
temporary solution.

Mayor Londo announced that Councilman Rambo’s last day on Council will be December 31st
and expressed appreciation for his dedication, service, and the time he has devoted to the
Borough over the past four years. Councilwoman Worley also shared her gratitude, stating that
Councilman Rambo is a good man and acknowledging his contributions during his term.

ADJOURNMENT.
Motion to adjourn by Councilwoman Worley, seconded by Council President Scott, all in favor.

Mayor Londo made an additional announcement regarding the approval of a $185,000 TAMF Grant
awarded to the Borough for transportation services and the hiring of a part-time driver. Mayor noted
that Penns Grove is one of only two municipalities in Salem County to receive this grant.

Respectfully submitted,

Michelle Hills, Deputy Clerk

MINUTES ARE NOT VERBATIM



