
BOROUGH OF PENNS GROVE
COUNTY OF SALEM, STATE OF NEW JERSEY

MAYOR AND COUNCIL
APRIL 15, 2025

MEETING MINUTES

STATEMENT: In accordance with Section V of the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 231
P.L 1975, Notice of this meeting was posted on the Borough of Penns Grove Municipal Bulletin
Board designed for that purpose. Notice was also posted on the Borough of Penns Grove website:
www.pennsgrove-nj.org and was emailed to the official newspaper as provided by Resolution.
This April 15, 2025 meeting is being held in the courtroom of Borough Hall, 1 State Street,
Penns Grove, New Jersey, as well as virtually, via the Zoom online meeting platform.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE led by Mayor LaDaena Londo

INVOCATION by Deputy Clerk, Michelle Hills

ROLL CALL (ATTENDANCE):
Council President Anjanette Scott – Present, Councilman Jonathan Carter – Present, Councilman
Jesus Lopez - Present, Councilwoman Tracy Marinaro – Absent, Councilwoman Deborah Scott –
Present, Councilwoman Sonya Worley - Absent

DECLARATION OF QUORUM: 4 Council Members present

COUNCIL RULES: Mayor LaDaena D. Londo

APPROVAL OF BILL LIST: Motion to approve by Council President Scott, Seconded by
Councilwoman D. Scott. Four affirm, motion passed.

RESOLUTION(s) FOR CONSIDERATION:

2025-4-72 – A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE BOROUGH OF PENNS GROVE TO
ENTER INTO A JOINT PURCHASING AGREEMENT WITH THE COUNTY OF SALEM
FOR THE PROCUREMENT OF ANIMAL SHELTERING SERVICES

2025-4-73 – RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE RELEASE/DISCHARGE OF MORTGAGE
BETWEEN THE BOROUGH OF PENNS GROVE AND WOLFGANG THIEMECKE AS IT
RELATES TO 108 SOUTH BROAD STREET, BLOCK 112, LOT 15

2025-4-74 – RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE RELEASE/DISCHARGE OF MORTGAGE
BETWEEN THE BOROUGH OF PENNS GROVE AND WOLFGANG THIEMECKE AS IT
RELATES TO 108 SOUTH BROAD STREET, BLOCK 112, LOT 15

2025-4-75 – RESOLUTION AMENDING AGENDA PREPARATION POLICY

2025-7-76 – RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING STATE APPROVED CO-OP FOR THE
PURCHASE OF DOCUWARE FROM TOSHIBA AMERICAN BUSINESS SOLUTIONS



The Council President questioned why Resolutions 2025-4-73 and 2025-4-74 shared the same
title. The Deputy Clerk provided clarification, and Mr. Robert Tarver proceeded to read both
resolutions into the record

Motion to adopt resolution 2025-4-72 through 2025-4-76 by Council President, seconded by
Councilman Lopez. Four affirm, motion passed.

ORDINANCE(s) FOR SECOND READING AND ADOPTION:

2025-2 – CALENDAR YEAR 2025 ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET
APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK (N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-45.14)
No public comment.
Motion to adopt by Council President Scott, seconded by Councilwoman D. Scott, Four affirm,
motion passed.

2025-3 – AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING A LIMIT PN THE NUMBER OF DOGS AND
CATS PER HOUSEHOLD IN THE BOROUGH OF PENNS GROVE
No public comment.
Motion to adopt by Council President, seconded by Councilman Lopez. Four affirm, motion
passed.

APPOINTMENT(s):

● Zoning Officer: Business Administrator, David Wise, Jr.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Buildings & Grounds: No report was given, as Councilwoman Marinaro was absent.

General Government/Finance/Personnel (A. Scott, Worley, Marinaro):

Housing/Zoning & Planning: Councilman Lopez stated that he would be working to collaborate
with Mr. Wise moving forward

Recreation/Board of Health: Councilman Carter announced that the Easter Egg Hunt will take
place this Saturday, April 19, 2025, at 2:00 PM at Barber Avenue Park. Donations are still being
accepted, and volunteers are welcome. He also noted that Penns Grove Day is scheduled for June
14, 2025, with additional details to be provided. The Council President reminded residents that
the community yard sale will be held on May 17 and 18, and encouraged those interested to
contact the Deputy Clerk to register.

Public Works/Streets & Roads: No report was given, as Councilwoman Marinaro was absent.

Public Safety: No report was provided by Councilwoman Scott. The next committee meeting is
scheduled for April 30

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS:



Business Administrator: David Wise, Jr. reports David Wise, Jr. reports on the conclusion of his
first two weeks that he has worked on files and retention of records. Monday and Friday he has
standing meeting with the Mayor and Attorney, Mr. Tarver. Safety Committee. Staff luncheon to
take place on Thursday at noon. Website will be the first project, the website to include staff
biographies, pictures, the TAMF Grant, Environmental Protection at the state and/or federal level.
Historic Preservation Ordinance for exterior of homes and buildings as economic development
for the Borough. Residents will receive a 20% tax credit. New Jersey Main Street Committee.
Council President welcomed Mr. Wise and how he wants to increase morale looking forward to
working together. Councilman Carter requested that the recycle dates be added to the website.

Finance Officer Report: Stephen Labb reported the following updates: The Calendar Year
Budget has been successfully uploaded to the state system. Once the COLA Ordinance is signed,
it is automatically sent to the Municipal Clerk via email. All required Quarterly Reports have
been completed and submitted.

Engineer Report: Dena Moore-Johnson reported that they are currently awaiting feedback from
the Department of Transportation (DOT) regarding the Lanning Avenue project. The bid opening
for the Mill Street Pump Station is scheduled for May 29, 2025. The Straughns Lane Pump
Station project has been completed. In relation to the Walnut Street and Penn Street Phase Five
development, McDonald’s is set to open on April 26, 2025. Additionally, the groundbreaking
ceremony for Uncle Bee’s is scheduled for May 9, 2025. A Local Recreation Grant in the amount
of $89,000 has been awarded for renovations at Barber Avenue Park. Discussions are ongoing
with the County Engineer concerning traffic concerns on Broad Street. Lastly, evaluations are
underway regarding stormwater systems and MS4 compliance.

Public Safety Director Report: Richard Rivera reported that a brawl occurred outside Shooting
Star at closing time and later continued at the nearby Wawa location. A phone has been
successfully installed in the elevator for safety and communication purposes. The shooting range
certifications are current for all officers. Both Mr. Rivera and Lieutenant Frett have completed
their respective training programs. Progress is being made on implementing speed enforcement
using LIDAR (laser technology). Attention is also being given to improving street signage at
intersections where County and Borough roads meet. Additionally, the department is in the
process of on boarding three new individuals: two full-time officers and one part-time SLEO II.

Attorney Report
Mayoral Comments

NEW BUSINESS:
2025-4 – AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING BUSINESS LICENSING
Motion to adopt by title only: Council President Scott, seconded by Councilwoman D. Scott 4
affirm, motion passed

PUBLIC SESSION (Council Rules By Mayor Londo):



Leah Larson, Church Street: Ms. Larsen addressed the Committee regarding a property located at
26 Delaware Drive. She expressed concern that the residence has a pool but has not received a
Certificate of Occupancy (CO) for the property.

Joyce Martin, Franklin Street: Ms. Martin expressed concern about parking congestion, stating
that the street is often filled with cars making it difficult for buses and fire apparatus to turn onto
the road. She also reported issues on Denny Avenue, including the presence of trash and
discarded tires. Additionally, she noted that the stop signs are too short, and there are frequently
children playing in the roadway, particularly at the intersection of Harmony and Franklin.

Carol Mincey, Penn Street: Ms. Mincey raised concerns about the stop signs in her area and
requested confirmation of the upcoming yard sale dates.

Gina Morgan, Penn Village: Ms. Morgan addressed the need to establish a bullying task force in
response to school-related issues that are now extending into the community and involving
parents. She emphasized the importance of increased parental involvement and proposed
organizing summer activities for children. Additionally, she called for stricter enforcement of
park rules and regulations, encouraging a focus on respectful behavior. Ms. Morgan also
suggested the municipality consider implementing a Junior Police Program to foster youth
engagement and responsibility.

Hakeen Kates, West Harmony Street: Mr. Kates reported receiving a notice regarding the
prohibition of trash receptacles being placed in front of the house and inquired about the specific
ordinance governing this regulation.

Jamai Whitfield, Summerill Avenue: Ms. Whitfield inquired about the status and future plans for
the YMCA. Mayor Londo clarified that the property in question is located in Carneys Point
Township and is privately owned. Mayor also informed attendees that Penns Grove will be
establishing a Community Center on Main Street at the former R&R Bar location. Council
President mentioned that the Recreation Committee meets on the first Monday of each month
and encouraged community members to volunteer and contribute ideas. Ms. Whitfield asked
about the possibility of a grocery store opening in Penns Grove. Dena Moore-Johnson explained
that a business must express interest in coming to Penns Grove. She noted that factors such as
local population, median income, and the expectation that new stores often operate at a loss for
the first three to five years are considered by businesses when evaluating new locations.

REGULAR SESSION:

ADJOURNMENT: Motion to adjourn by Council President, seconded by Councilman Lopez, all
in favor.


