BOROUGH OF PENNS GROVE
COUNTY OF SALEM, STATE OF NEW JERSEY
MAYOR AND COUNCIL
SEPTEMBER 2, 2025 — 6:30 P.M.
MEETING MINUTES

STATEMENT: In accordance with Section V of the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 231 P.L
1975, Notice of this Meeting was posted on the Borough of Penns Grove Municipal Bulletin
Board designed for that purpose. Notice was also posted on the Borough of Penns Grove website
www.pennsgrove-nj.org and was emailed to the official newspaper. This September 2, 2025
meeting is being held virtually via the Zoom online meeting platform.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE led by Mayor LaDaena D. Londo

INVOCATION: Deputy Clerk, Michelle Hills

ROLL CALL (ATTENDANCE): Council President Anjanette Scott — Present, Councilman
Jonathan Carter — Absent, Councilman Jesus Lopez — Present, Councilwoman Tracy Marinaro —
Absent, Councilwoman Deborah Scott — Present, Councilwoman Sonya Worley - Present
DECLARATION OF QUORUM: Four Council members present.

COUNCIL RULES: Mayor LaDaena D. Londo

MOTION TO APPROVE THE BILL LIST:
Motion by Council President Scott, Seconded by Councilman Lopez. All affirm, motion passed.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
- December 30, 2024

Motion to adopt by Councilwoman Worley, Seconded by Council President Scott. Three affirm,
Councilman Lopez abstained. Motion passed.

RESOLUTION(s) FOR CONSIDERATION:
2025-9-136 — A RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE THE PROPOSAL FOR THE

COMPLETION OF THE WATERSHED INVENTORY PLAN AS REQUIRED BY THE
NJDEP MS4 PERMIT FOR PENNS GROVE

2025-9-137 — RESOLUTION FOR APPROVAL OF THE 2026 DISCRETIONARY AID
APPLICATION FOR WEST HARMONY STREET IMPROVEMENTS

2025-9-138 - RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF PENNS GROVE, NEW JERSEY
AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF A REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS FOR BROADBAND
INTERNET SERVICE PROVIDER (ISP) SERVICES PURSUANT TO THE NJBIDE GRANT
THROUGH A COMPETITIVE CONTRACTING PROCESS

Motion to adopt Resolutions 2025-9-136 through 2025-9-138 by Council President Scott,
Seconded by Councilman Lopez. All affirm, motion passed.

APPOINTMENTS:




¢ Alexander Mescher-Snyder — Penns Grove Ambulance

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Buildings & Grounds — no report per Councilwoman Worley

General Government/Finance/Personnel — No report per Council President Scott

Housing/Zoning & Planning - Councilman Lopez reported that the joint court arrangement with
Carneys Point has been working well, particularly in regard to the efficient transfer of records.
He also stated that he has been in communication with the Housing Officer to discuss issues
related to abandoned properties.

Recreation/Board of Health - Council President Scott delivered the report in Councilman
Carter’s absence. She extended thanks to everyone who contributed to the success of the Book
Bag Event, including House of Wright, Core Connections, and Council Members Lopez, D.
Scott, and Worley. A special shout-out was given to Travis Gibson for providing face painting.
Upcoming events include the rescheduled National Night Out event with Carneys Point, now
titled "Badges and Backpacks," scheduled for September 20th from 11:00 AM to 2:00 PM. The
Recreation Committee is currently planning several events, including Hispanic Heritage Month
celebrations, Trunk or Treat and the Annual Toy Giveaway. Additionally, Carneys Point will be
hosting their Community Yard Sale Days on September 13th and 14th.

Public Works/Streets & Roads — Councilwoman Marinaro was absent; however, Council
President Scott reported that furniture continues to be placed at the curb without the required
stickers. She emphasized that the cost of tonnage is increasing and urged all residents to do their
part in following proper disposal procedures. She also noted that some residences were found
using Carneys Point trash stickers, which are not valid in the borough. Mayor Londo added that
pothole repairs are currently underway and being addressed as needed.

Public Safety - Councilwoman Deborah Scott reported that the committee held a successful
meeting. She noted that the decision regarding the Officer-in-Charge position is currently on
hold. Councilwoman Scott also extended her thanks to Officer Schultz and the Department of
Public Works for their efforts in boarding up the church.

Mayoral Comments: Mayor Londo shared great news that the new Penns Grove Shuttle Bus will
be a brand-new Wolfington 14-passenger van equipped with two wheelchair lifts, making it fully
accessible. The Department of Transportation (DOT) financing for the vehicle is expected to be
completed by the end of this month. The shuttle service is scheduled to begin ride sharing in
early October, with operating hours to be announced soon. The Mayor requested an update on
the Broadband Grant from Mr. Tarver. Mr. Tarver reported that an additional mode of
competitive contracting will be used as part of the bid process. He noted that the CFO and State
Monitor will oversee the financial aspects of the grant. Additionally, a Federal Compliance
Manager will be involved to ensure adherence to federal guidelines, as this level of funding and
compliance has not previously occurred in the Borough of Penns Grove.

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS:

Business Administrator — David Wise reported that he has been actively meeting with Council
Committees and has scheduled one-on-one meetings with Council members during weeks
without regular Council meetings. These individual meetings are planned to continue throughout
the remainder of the year. He coordinated with the Council President to purchase supplies for the
upcoming Back to School event. In terms of professional development, he has been participating
in training and networking opportunities at both the local government and state levels. He also



met with the Administrator from Pennsville Township. Additionally, the Administrator attended
an EMS meeting with Councilwoman Deborah Scott to stay informed about EMS services
affecting neighboring municipalities. He is currently researching training opportunities for
Council members and shared that the State Monitor will be providing a presentation to Council
prior to the next meeting. The Clean Communities event is scheduled for September 20 from
9:00 AM to 11:00 AM. Regarding tax collection, the current rate stands at 83.16%, compared to
81.60% during the same period last year. The overall collection rate for the last calendar year
was 90.16%, and efforts are underway to exceed that performance this year. A tax sale is being
considered for October or November. Bulk stickers are available in the Administrator’s office
and can also be obtained from the Tax Office when he is unavailable. The Administrator also
expressed his intention to bring in an Industrial-Organizational Therapist or Psychologist to work
with Borough employees, noting a strong need for such support. In response, the Council
President reminded everyone of the existing Employee Assistance Program (EAP), and noted
that informational materials had been available in the copy room prior to renovations. She also
mentioned upcoming events through JIF focused on mental health and relaxation for Borough
employees and Council under Safety & Wellness. Councilwoman Deborah Scott inquired about
the status of the properties identified for demolition. In response, Mr. Wise stated that the
Housing Inspector has taken photographs of the 14 identified properties. However, there is
currently no available funding to proceed with the demolitions. He noted that he is actively
working with the State Monitor to address this issue and plans to provide an update at the next
meeting. Specifically, he is exploring the possibility of holding a land sale and using the
proceeds to fund the demolition of the properties.

Engineer Report — Dena Moore-Johnson reported that the pre-construction meeting for the
Lanning Avenue project is scheduled for this Thursday morning. Following that meeting, a start
date for the construction work will be determined. Additionally, applications for Penns Street
Phase V and Walnut Street Phase I were submitted to the New Jersey Department of
Transportation (DOT) on August 22. Once approval is received, these projects will be advertised
for bids. The Damage Management Plan, which is a requirement from the Department of
Environmental Protection (DEP) through FEMA, is currently in progress. Completion of this
plan will allow the Community Visit process to be officially closed. The MS4 report, which is a
lump-sum requirement and a significant portion of the Borough’s environmental compliance
costs, is due on May 1, 2026. This report must be completed annually. Moore-Johnson noted that
she is responsible for the Borough’s Stormwater and Floodwater Management programs.
Regarding infrastructure improvements, one of the pumps on Mill Street has been completed,
with the second pump scheduled to be installed in November. Lastly, it was mentioned that
Clean Community Days and related event information can be submitted to Dena for points
tracking.

Attorney Report — Mr. Robert Tarver, Jr. reported that information regarding Police Department
matters and ongoing police negotiations will be provided to Council during the Executive
Session. Additionally, the Administrator has been working closely with the Code Enforcement
Officers to address issues related to abandoned properties that have become occupied by
squatters. These cases involve summary displacement proceedings, which must be handled
through Superior Court.

PUBLIC SESSION: (Council Rules — Mayor Londo)

Carol Mincey, Penn Street — Had concerns that were raised regarding the condition of the roads,
specifically inquiring about changes to the Lanning Avenue project and whether there had been
budget issues or insufficient funding. There were also questions about the need to redo Penn
Street Phase V. In response, Moore-Johnson explained that Penn Street Phase IV had been



completed; however, a portion of the road was not finished due to increased material costs,
which affected the overall budget. She noted that, typically, the Borough is able to complete one
road project per year. The sidewalk was completed as part of Phase IV, and Phase V will address
the remaining portion of Penn Street between Line and Poplar Streets.

Peter Halter, Hook Construction — Raised a question regarding any updates since the last meeting
concerning the planned demolitions, along with a note that there is an outstanding bill of $394
for utility shut-offs that were completed in preparation for the demolition work. In response, Mr.
Tarver stated that he is still reviewing the legal aspects of the demolitions and determining what
actions can be taken moving forward.

Greg Martin, Cedarwood Avenue, Carneys Point — Advocacy was made on behalf of the Marsh
family, residents of Cumberland Avenue, inquiring about the status of the property that
experienced a fire several years ago. It was asked whether this property is included on the current
demolition list and if an update could be provided to the affected residents. A request was made
for someone to follow up with the Marsh family to ensure they are informed of any progress or
decisions regarding the property.

NEW BUSINESS:

2025-9-140— A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING REENROLLMENT IN THE GLOUCESTER,
SALEM & CUMBERLAND COUNTIES MUNICIPAL JOINT INSURANCE FUND (TRICO
JIF) FOR THE CURRENT FUND YEAR

Motion by Councilwoman Worley Seconded by Council President Scott. All affirm, motion
passed.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:
2025-9-139 — A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING EXECUTIVE SESSION
L. Matter Relating to attorney-client privilege pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-12B(7) — As it

relates to confidential matters. 1. Police Matters 2. Police Negotiations

Motion by Councilwoman Worley Seconded by Council President Scott. All affirm, motion
passed.

Council entered Executive Session at 8:02PM

Council resumed Public Session at 9:03PM

ADJOURNMENT.

Motion to adjourn by Councilwoman D. Scott, seconded by Councilwoman Worley. All in favor.

Respectfully submitted,

Michelle Hills, Deputy Clerk



MINUTES ARE NOT VERBATIM



