
BOROUGH OF PENNS GROVE
County of Salem, New Jersey

Zoning Office

Fences and Walls
Zoning Permit Guidance

A zoning permit from the Zoning Officer is required before any fence or wall is erected (Borough Code §§ 450-27A(2)
and 450-27D). When you apply, submit:

• the completed Borough of Penns Grove Zoning Permit Application, signed by the owner or accompanied by the
owner's notarized consent;

• a survey of the property (or a plot plan, if the Zoning Officer allows) marked to show where the fence will be
located, including every gate;

• the height of the fence above natural grade in each location (front yard, side yards, and rear yard);

• the type and material of the fence (for example, wood, vinyl, chain link, aluminum, or masonry wall), with a photo
or the manufacturer's specification sheet if available;

• the distance from the fence to each property line. The fence must be at least four (4) inches inside the property line;

• on a corner lot, or where the fence will be near a driveway, the sight triangle described below; and

• if the fence will enclose a swimming pool, the gate and latch details (see the Borough's Swimming Pool guidance).

Fee: $75.00 for a residential zoning permit; $125.00 for a non-residential zoning permit (Ordinance No. 2026-1),
payable to the Borough of Penns Grove.
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Keep every fence at least four (4) inches inside the property line, with the finished side facing the neighboring property.

WHAT THE BOROUGH CODE REQUIRES

Height and location in residential districts (§ 450-27B)
• Front yard: a fence, hedge, or wall four (4) feet or less in height above natural grade may be placed in the front

yard.

• Side and rear yards: a fence, hedge, or wall six (6) feet or less in height above natural grade may be placed in the
side and rear yards.
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• A fence or wall taller than these limits must meet the yard setbacks that apply to other structures in the district
(§§ 450-17 and 450-27B).

• Terraces and steps not more than three (3) feet high are also allowed in the yards.

Commercial districts (§ 450-27C)
• The residential rules apply in the COS and H-C/I Districts, except that no fence or wall may be more than eight (8)

feet high.

• In the H-C/I District only, barbed wire may be used to top a fence if its supports face inward and it presents no harm
to the public.

• For property in the M-1 or M-2 Marina District, contact the zoning office before you apply.

Sight triangles, all districts (§ 450-22)
• Corner lots: no structure, fence, or planting that obstructs the view across the corner may be placed between two

(2) feet and seven (7) feet above curb level within the triangle formed by the two street lines and points twenty-five
(25) feet from their intersection.

• Driveways and other private accessways: where a private accessway meets a street, a clear sight triangle of ten
(10) feet must be kept, with nothing higher than two (2) feet above the street grade.

General requirements (§ 450-27A)
• The finished side of the fence must face the adjacent properties.

• Fences must be permanent and appropriate for their intended use. Barbed wire, metal spikes, and other
dangerous materials are prohibited, except as allowed in the H-C/I District.

• Every fence must be at least four (4) inches inside the property line and may not encroach on any legal or future
street right-of-way.

• Fences and walls must be kept in a safe, sound, and upright condition and are subject to inspection by the
Construction Official.

• A fence around a swimming pool must also meet § 404-9 (see the Borough's Swimming Pool guidance).

OTHER PERMITS

• Construction permit. A construction permit from the Construction Official is also required for a fence six (6) feet
or taller (§ 450-27A(2)), and for any fence that serves as a swimming pool barrier, whatever its height (N.J.A.C.
5:23-2.14(b)(9)).

• Floodplain Development Permit Application. The Borough requires a completed Floodplain Development Permit
Application, filed with the zoning permit application, for any building, structure, or structural improvement
anywhere in the Borough (Chapter 252). The form is on the Floodplain Management page of the Borough website.
The floodplain permit fee is $50.00 outside the FEMA Special Flood Hazard Area and $300.00 in a Special Flood
Hazard Area or regulatory floodway. No work may begin in a flood hazard area until the Floodplain Administrator
issues the floodplain permit.

Questions and filing. Zoning services for the Borough are provided by Grant Engineering & Construction Group, LLC. Contact Dena
Moore Johnson, PE, CME, CPWM, Borough Engineer, at (267) 375-9498, ext. 123, or djohnson@grantecg.com. File the Borough of
Penns Grove Zoning Permit Application, with the items listed above, by e-mail to djohnson@grantecg.com or at Borough Hall, 1 State
Street, Penns Grove, New Jersey 08069.

This sheet summarizes the Code of the Borough of Penns Grove and the Uniform Construction Code for common projects. It is not a
substitute for them; the Code controls, and the Zoning Officer may require additional information.
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