
BOROUGH OF PENNS GROVE
County of Salem, New Jersey

Zoning Office

Garages
Zoning Permit Guidance

A zoning permit is required before a garage is erected, enlarged, or structurally altered (Borough Code § 450-84). A
detached garage is an accessory building; an attached garage is part of the house and must meet the setbacks for the
house (see the Borough's Additions guidance). When you apply, submit:

• the completed Borough of Penns Grove Zoning Permit Application, signed by the owner or accompanied by the
owner's notarized consent;

• a survey of the property marked to show where the garage will be located and its distance from each property line
and from the rear of the house;

• the dimensions of the garage (length, width, and height) and its floor area;

• the building coverage: the ground-floor area of every building on the lot (existing and proposed), in square feet and
as a percentage of the lot area;

• construction drawings, or the manufacturer's plans for a prefabricated garage;

• whether electric, water, gas, or sewer service will be connected; and

• any easements on the property, shown on the survey.

Fee: $75.00 for a residential zoning permit; $125.00 for a non-residential zoning permit (Ordinance No. 2026-1),
payable to the Borough of Penns Grove.
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Example

Lot: 50 ft. x 100 ft. = 5,000 sq. ft.

Existing building coverage
House: 1,000 sq. ft. (20.0%)

Proposed building coverage
House 1,000 sq. ft. + garage 240 sq. ft. = 1,240 sq. ft. (24.8%)

Compare the proposed percentage with the maximum
building coverage for your district.

Detached garage in the rear yard. Distances are measured from the nearest wall of the garage.

WHAT THE BOROUGH CODE REQUIRES

Where detached garages may be located
• Not in the front yard. The required front yard must be kept as open space; only landscaping, signs, necessary

driveways, and walks are allowed there (§ 450-25). On a corner lot, each yard that faces a street must meet the front
yard requirement (§ 450-23).

• Not in the required side yards (§ 450-30).
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• In the required rear yard, an accessory garage or other permitted accessory building, structure, or use is allowed
only if it is (§ 450-33):

– at least one-half of the side yard required in the district from each side lot line (see the table below);

– at least fifteen (15) feet farther back from the street line than the rearmost portion of the house; and

– at least four (4) feet from the rear lot line, as noted in § 450-33A.

• Height: no more than fifteen (15) feet (§ 450-33B). Height is measured from the average finished grade at the front
of the structure to the highest point of a flat roof, the deck line of a mansard roof, or the midpoint between the eaves
and the ridge of a gable, hip, or gambrel roof (§ 450-36B).

District
Required side yard,

each (ft.)

Accessory building: minimum distance
from each side lot line (one-half of side

yard)

Maximum
building coverage

(%)

R-1 Residential 1 [__] [__] [__]

R-2 Residential 2 [__] [__] [__]

R-3 Residential 3-Multifamily [__] [__] [__]

[Table values to be completed from Chapter 450, Attachment 2 (Table of Dimensional Requirements).]

Other requirements
• Building coverage. The ground-floor area of all buildings on the lot (the house plus every garage, shed, and other

accessory building) may not exceed the maximum percentage for the district (§ 450-38 and Attachment 2).

• Building spacing. Where the Table of Dimensional Requirements sets a building spacing requirement, facing walls
of two buildings on the same lot, at least one of which is residential, must be at least twenty-five (25) feet apart, or
farther if the table requires (§ 450-35). [Borough Engineer to confirm how § 450-35 is applied to detached
accessory buildings.]

• Use. An accessory building must be on the same lot as the house and clearly incidental and subordinate to it
(§ 450-3). A garage may not be used for dwelling purposes (§ 450-13A).

OTHER PERMITS

• Construction permit. A garage requires a construction permit from the Construction Official under the Uniform
Construction Code. Electrical work requires an electrical permit.

• Floodplain Development Permit Application. The Borough requires a completed Floodplain Development Permit
Application, filed with the zoning permit application, for any building, structure, or structural improvement
anywhere in the Borough (Chapter 252). The form is on the Floodplain Management page of the Borough website.
The floodplain permit fee is $50.00 outside the FEMA Special Flood Hazard Area and $300.00 in a Special Flood
Hazard Area or regulatory floodway. No work may begin in a flood hazard area until the Floodplain Administrator
issues the floodplain permit.

Questions and filing. Zoning services for the Borough are provided by Grant Engineering & Construction Group, LLC. Contact Dena
Moore Johnson, PE, CME, CPWM, Borough Engineer, at (267) 375-9498, ext. 123, or djohnson@grantecg.com. File the Borough of
Penns Grove Zoning Permit Application, with the items listed above, by e-mail to djohnson@grantecg.com or at Borough Hall, 1 State
Street, Penns Grove, New Jersey 08069.

This sheet summarizes the Code of the Borough of Penns Grove and the Uniform Construction Code for common projects. It is not a
substitute for them; the Code controls, and the Zoning Officer may require additional information.
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