
BOROUGH OF PENNS GROVE
County of Salem, New Jersey

Zoning Office

Swimming Pools
Zoning Permit Guidance

Before a swimming pool is constructed, installed, or altered, the owner must obtain a zoning permit from the Zoning
Officer, a building permit from the Construction Official, and a plumbing permit from the Plumbing Subcode
Official (Borough Code § 404-2). This applies to in-ground and above-ground pools, and to any wading pool or tank
with a sidewall higher than twenty-four (24) inches or a capacity of more than 2,600 gallons (§ 404-1). When you apply
for the zoning permit, submit:

• the completed Borough of Penns Grove Zoning Permit Application, signed by the owner or accompanied by the
owner's notarized consent;

• two (2) sets of plans and specifications showing the location of the pool on the property and all auxiliary structures
and equipment (§ 404-2), including:

– the pool's dimensions (length and width, or diameter) and depth;

– the distance from the pool area to each property line and to the curbline of each street;

– the location and height of the pool fence and each gate;

– the location of the filter, pump, heater, and other equipment, and of decks and walks; and

– the drain and its connection, and the water supply;

• for an above-ground pool, the manufacturer's specifications; and, if the pool will drain into the sanitary sewer, the
Penns Grove Sewerage Authority's written permission (§ 404-5).

Fee: $75.00 for a residential zoning permit; $125.00 for a non-residential zoning permit (Ordinance No. 2026-1),
payable to the Borough of Penns Grove.
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Example

The pool area includes the pool, sidewalks, permanent or temporary utility
buildings, utilities, other structures (except the house), and the required
fence (§ 404-7).

The whole pool area, including the fence, must be at least 4 ft. from every
property line and at least 30 ft. from the curbline of any street.

Pool in the rear yard. Distances are measured from the outer edge of the pool area, including the fence.

WHAT THE BOROUGH CODE REQUIRES

Location
• The pool area may be no closer than four (4) feet to any property line and no nearer than thirty (30) feet to the

curbline of any street (§ 404-7).

• A private pool is a permitted accessory structure on residential property if it complies with Chapter 404
(§ 450-14I(2)). A pool and its equipment may not be placed in the required front yard (§ 450-25), and the rear-yard
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rules for accessory structures in § 450-33 also apply; where the two sets of rules differ, the stricter one controls (see
the Borough's Garage and Shed guidance). [Borough Engineer to confirm how §§ 450-30 and 450-33 are applied to
pools.]

Fence and gate (§ 404-9)
• Every pool must be completely enclosed by a fence at least four (4) feet high at all points above the ground level

of the pool area. The fence should preferably be cyclone-type, or of another durable construction approved by the
Construction Official.

• The fence must have at least one gate, which must be kept securely locked whenever the pool is not attended by the
owner or a responsible adult.

• The fence is a pool barrier and must also meet the Uniform Construction Code. A pool barrier needs a construction
permit whatever its height (N.J.A.C. 5:23-2.14(b)(9)).

Construction, water, and drainage
• Materials and equipment (§§ 404-3, 404-6): waterproof and easily cleaned; bottom and sides white or a light

color; no aluminum or toxic paints; no sand or earth bottoms; recirculation, filtering, and disinfecting equipment
meeting Board of Health standards.

• Water supply (§ 404-4): from the Borough water supply system (Penns Grove Water Supply Company) or a
private potable supply. The fill pipe or hose must end at least four (4) inches above the pool's highest overflow
level.

• Drains (§ 404-5): a drain at the deepest point, large enough to empty the pool, with a final outlet no more than two
(2) inches in diameter. The drain may connect to the sanitary sewer or to a lawn or garden sprinkler system, at the
owner's cost. Written permission from the Penns Grove Sewerage Authority is required before draining into its
lines.

Operation
• Lighting (§ 404-8): pool lighting may not be a nuisance or annoyance to neighboring properties. Maintenance

(§ 404-10): the pool must never be a hazard, nuisance, or menace to health or safety; a hazard must be corrected
immediately on notice from the Board of Health or the police, and the pool must be open to Board of Health
inspection. Penalties (§ 404-11): up to $1,000, 90 days, or both; each day is a separate offense.

OTHER PERMITS

• Construction permits: building and plumbing permits (§ 404-2), plus barrier and electrical permits, from the
Construction Official under the Uniform Construction Code.

• Floodplain Development Permit Application. The Borough requires a completed Floodplain Development Permit
Application, filed with the zoning permit application, for any building, structure, or structural improvement
anywhere in the Borough (Chapter 252). The form is on the Floodplain Management page of the Borough website.
The floodplain permit fee is $50.00 outside the FEMA Special Flood Hazard Area and $300.00 in a Special Flood
Hazard Area or regulatory floodway. No work may begin in a flood hazard area until the Floodplain Administrator
issues the floodplain permit.

Questions and filing. Zoning services for the Borough are provided by Grant Engineering & Construction Group, LLC. Contact Dena
Moore Johnson, PE, CME, CPWM, Borough Engineer, at (267) 375-9498, ext. 123, or djohnson@grantecg.com. File the Borough of
Penns Grove Zoning Permit Application, with the items listed above, by e-mail to djohnson@grantecg.com or at Borough Hall, 1 State
Street, Penns Grove, New Jersey 08069.

This sheet summarizes the Code of the Borough of Penns Grove and the Uniform Construction Code for common projects. It is not a
substitute for them; the Code controls, and the Zoning Officer may require additional information.
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