
BOROUGH OF PENNS GROVE
County of Salem, New Jersey

Zoning Office

Portable Storage Containers
Zoning Permit Guidance

A portable storage container (such as a "POD") placed on a lot is a temporary structure. A temporary zoning permit is
required before the container is delivered (Borough Code §§ 450-13B, 450-84, and 450-86). When you apply, submit:

• the completed Borough of Penns Grove Zoning Permit Application, signed by the owner or accompanied by the
owner's notarized consent;

• a survey or plot plan of the property, or an aerial photo, marked to show where the container will be placed and its
distance from each property line;

• the size of the container and the name of the company supplying it;

• the delivery date and the removal date; and

• if the container is needed for construction work, the construction permit number.

Fee: $50.00 per day of use for a temporary permit (Ordinance No. 2026-1), payable to the Borough of Penns Grove.
[Confirm that the temporary use fee applies to portable storage containers.]
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Example

Place the container on the driveway or another paved surface
on your own property.

Do not place it in the street, on the sidewalk, or in the corner
sight triangle.

Portable storage container on a driveway.

WHAT THE BOROUGH CODE REQUIRES

• Not in the street or on the sidewalk. No one may obstruct a street or other public place with any article without the
permission of the Mayor and Council (§ 395-24).

• Sight triangles. A container may not block the view at a street corner or where a driveway meets the street
(§ 450-22; see the Borough's Fence guidance for the triangle dimensions).

• Temporary only. Temporary zoning permits are allowed for temporary buildings and uses that are incidental to,
and reasonably required for, building development (§ 450-13B).

[Proposed standards for Borough confirmation]
[The Borough Code does not contain standards written specifically for portable storage containers. The following standards are
proposed for the Borough to confirm, or to adopt by ordinance, before this sheet is issued.]
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• [Time limit: no more than thirty (30) days, or while a construction permit for work on the property is active, up to
one hundred eighty (180) days.]

• [Number: no more than one (1) container on a lot at a time.]

• [Surface: on a driveway or other paved surface, not on a lawn.]

• [Location: at least [__] feet from any side or rear lot line, and entirely on the owner's property.]

OTHER PERMITS

• Floodplain Development Permit Application. The Borough requires a completed Floodplain Development Permit
Application, filed with the zoning permit application, for any building, structure, or structural improvement
anywhere in the Borough (Chapter 252). The form is on the Floodplain Management page of the Borough website.
The floodplain permit fee is $50.00 outside the FEMA Special Flood Hazard Area and $300.00 in a Special Flood
Hazard Area or regulatory floodway. No work may begin in a flood hazard area until the Floodplain Administrator
issues the floodplain permit.

Questions and filing. Zoning services for the Borough are provided by Grant Engineering & Construction Group, LLC. Contact Dena
Moore Johnson, PE, CME, CPWM, Borough Engineer, at (267) 375-9498, ext. 123, or djohnson@grantecg.com. File the Borough of
Penns Grove Zoning Permit Application, with the items listed above, by e-mail to djohnson@grantecg.com or at Borough Hall, 1 State
Street, Penns Grove, New Jersey 08069.

This sheet summarizes the Code of the Borough of Penns Grove and the Uniform Construction Code for common projects. It is not a
substitute for them; the Code controls, and the Zoning Officer may require additional information.
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